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Dean’s Desk
Beyond Left and Right
As children we are told not to look down on other kids; not to be bullies; and to
tell the truth. It all seems a very simple set of ideas, until we enter the “adult”
world.
When we ‘put away childish things” and join the real world of “grownups,” suddenly we find ourselves characterizing one another as followers of the left or the
right; perhaps even the center.
Yet we follow a founder who preferred to teach by asking questions and telling
stories so that we, his listeners and followers, could think for ourselves. His stories
gave his followers the chance to look beneath rules and regulations and see the
strength in what they stated. His stories sometimes also brilliantly challenged their
assumptions and enabled them to think more deeply about their faith and way of
life.
Such a way of reflecting, thinking and then acting is essential to us in a nation
clearly divided over many issues. We need to cease categorizing people and listen
instead to their arguments and see how and where we can work from common
ground.
This is much more difficult than identifying ourselves as left, right or center. But it
will help us to hear each other better, develop greater understandings of each
other and build some common ground.
(Continued on page 4)
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Canon’s Corner
This month’s offering from A
Great Cloud of Witnesses (the
new name for what used to be
Holy Women, Holy Men) is a bit
different, since it commemorates
not a person but an event: the
Transfiguration of our Lord, one
of the few events depicted in all
three of what are generally
known as the synoptic gospels—
Matthew, Mark and Luke. Because it is a truly central incident as
related in all three of these gospels, the story of the
Transfiguration appears on our Lectionary calendar every year. Pretty clearly, then, it is one of those stories
meant for us to take very, very seriously.
But what is it all about? Is it another one of those mysterious incidents that are generally classified as miracles?
Jesus turns dazzling white and stands alongside and
chats with Moses and Elijah? Well, first of all, I suppose,
whatever we may think about the literal truth of the report, it clearly is here to describe what all of us, in one
way or other, both the disciples in his day and we in
ours, have come to believe about Jesus of Nazareth, that
he really is, as God says in the story: ”my Son, the Beloved,” the same words spoken at his baptism in the Jordan.
Although I have, frankly, some doubts about the literal
truth of this report, the story of the Transfiguration
speaks loudly to me both about what I have come to
believe about Jesus, and also about what that belief
means in my own life. “Listen to him!” God says. Listen
to him indeed! It isn’t always easy to do that with so
many other voices coming from other directions, but
there’s no doubt that I’d be a far better human being if I
were always able to hear his voice as I make my decisions on how to act in a given situation.
Of course, hearing good advice and following it aren’t
exactly the same, are they? We humans have an almost
uncanny ability to rationalize away what we don’t want
to govern our behavior. Perhaps you remember, as I do,
the days when TV commercials appeared regularly in
which doctors were depicted recommending Camel cigarettes for your T-Zone. Surely they must know as much
about the matter as some government doctor. It took a
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long time, didn’t it, before the message really got to
people? Even today, there are great swaths of the world
where smoking is just as pervasive as it once was here.
Diets? One more cookie, or whatever turns you on, can’t
really make a difference, can it? O.K, I’m only picking on
those things I have wrestled with over the years, but I’m
sure you can find your own pitfalls to better, more
healthy, living—those areas in your own lives that have
provoked your best rationalizing capability.
So, even if it were Jesus himself who set out the way we
really ought to behave, would we listen attentively even
to him? Would we follow him wherever he’d wish to
lead us? Would we drop everything, like Peter and Andrew did, to become his disciples? Would we, as he
counseled the rich young man to do, give everything
away to the poor and then follow him? There are, of
course, those who have—St. Francis, for example, who
was a really rich young man before he became the figure
we have all grown to love.
Most of us, however, like Peter, James and John, would
much rather capture that moment of magic and preserve it as if it were a painting by Da Vinci or Michelangelo, to stand in front of in awe forever. Perfection is
perfection. Why spoil it? But, then, the story of the
Transfiguration is about Jesus, and not about them and
not about us. It’s like a scene I witnessed many years
ago in Laguna Beach, California, at what is called a tableau vivant, a living tableau. It’s called the “Pageant of
the Masters.” I don’t know whether any of you have
been there, but for those of you who haven’t, allow me
to describe it. It is a production—and I do mean a production—that takes place for most of the summer—and
it’s been functioning that way for more than 80 years—
since 1933 in fact. In conjunction with a very grand arts
festival—lots of paintings and other creations in lots of
booths—every evening a group of individuals get themselves made up and clothed—sometimes in very intricate and even uncomfortable outfits—so as to represent
figures from well known paintings by one of the masters.
Then, on a set designed to look as near as possible to the
backdrop of the scene being depicted in the original
painting, in this case The Last Supper, they stood absolutely motionless for a minute and a half of oo’s and ah’s
from the audience, while flash bulbs blinked on and off
from all the assembled audience members wishing to
(Continued on page 4)
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Canon’s Corner, continued
(Continued from page 3)

capture the scene for their particular posterity.
Ninety seconds of perfection, though, are not what our
religion is all about. Even if the three disciples were able
to stay on the mountain forever—a sort, for them at least,
of heaven on earth—it can’t match the opportunity for
growth and service that discipleship prompts us towards.
God makes it abundantly clear to these three closest to
Jesus of all his disciples that they had best pay attention to
Jesus, his beloved son. (“Listen to him!”) And what is it
that they should hear? Well, just days earlier Jesus told
them that any who might wish to become his followers
must take up their own crosses: “For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”
I don’t think Jesus is asking for volunteers for martyrdom.

The Bible is not a manual for suicide bombers. What he is
asking for, though, I am convinced, is for us fallible human
beings—few of whom are worthy even to be in the same
paragraph as St. Francis, let alone in the same sentence—
to guide our behavior as best we can by the standards of
Jesus’ message—to love our neighbors, both the wonderful and awful ones, as we love ourselves. If, in doing that,
the decisions we make should put us at any risk, there is
that assurance of his that “those who lose their life for my
sake will find it.” The more we try to make our time here
all about us, the more frustrated we shall be. The more
we try to stop life in its tracks to preserve what we perceive as a moment of perfection, the more surely it will
slip away from us. But the more we turn away from our
own needs and towards those of our neighbors, and truly
follow our Lord, even if it means we must live more dangerously, the more satisfying life will be for us.
—Lance

Internet Insights
We must dissent from the fear, the hatred, and the mistrust.
We must dissent from a nation that buried its head in the sand waiting in vain for
the needs of its poor, its elderly, and its sick to disappear and just blow away.

We must dissent from a government that has left its young without jobs, education,
or hope.
We must dissent from the poverty of vision and timeless absence of moral leadership.
We must dissent, because America can do better, because America has no choice but
to do better.
-Thurgood Marshall, US Supreme Court Justice (1908-1993)

Dean’s Desk, continued
(Continued from page 2)

Nowhere have I seen this work better than in churches
which have come through intense conflict and have
forged a deeper understanding of the Gospel through
hearing the convictions of Christians holding different positions from ourselves. Understanding is an intellectual,
spiritual and emotional gift and all facets of understandThe Carillon

ing are crucial in building a better society and no longer
labeling each other as left, right or center.
- David
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The Centennial Window
Alongside the double-glass entry doors a modern window
commemorates the first 100 years of the Trinity Episcopal
Church. The little brown church in Silicon Valley withstands wind, rain and earthquake since its construction in
1863 by its senior warden, Captain
James Hammond. Long believed to be
made of redwood, the wood is actually red cedar and Douglas fir, logged
from the Santa Cruz mountains. It is
fastened together without nails, in
the manner of sailing ships. We pick
up the story from Julie Pifer, a member deeply involved with the stories
of Trinity in dramatic form:
The planning and building of the
church were turned over to a Captain James Hammond. Church legend says he was a ship’s captain. But
in the early 1870s the City Directory
lists James Hammond, Mechanic,
living on Julian St. He was the only
James Hammond. And a ship’s captain wouldn’t demean himself as to
list himself a “mechanic.” I suspect
he was a ship’s carpenter, and very
possibly apprenticed to a shipbuilder in New England, in the glory
days of wooden ships and sail. Anyway, he did know how to build a
beautiful and earthquake-proof
church.
Julie was on hand when the building
was repaired in the 1980s. Head of
building and grounds Bill Ainley examined some wooden sills and identified
the framing as Douglas fir and the
panels Western Red cedar. The original church as pictured in the window by John Lucas,
Stained Glass Church Art in San Francisco, was rotated to
face 2nd Street, and enlarged into the shape of a cross in
1876. Mule teams pulled it around. As early member Moses Schallenberger (see “The Schallenberger Family Win-

dows” in The Carillon June, 2017) was a muleskinner in
his pioneer covered wagon journey, later a farmer north
of downtown San Jose, he was probably the mover. The
entire sanctuary wall behind the altar was moved in order
to protect the chancel triplet stainedglass windows by Owen Doremus.
Bishop William Ingraham Kip nurtured
the Trinity Episcopal Church in San
Jose, formed in 1861 at the City Hall
on Market St., and consecrated by
him in 1867. He was a scholar and
prolific writer. Rector at St. Paul’s in
Albany, New York from 1837 to 1853,
many of his sermons—catalogued
under “Episcopal Church, controversial literature”—were published as
single books at the congregation’s
request.1 He was associated with the
New York Historical Society, publishing The Early Jesuit Mission in North
America translated from the letters of
French Jesuits in the Hudson Valley in
1846.
William Kip was in ecclesiastical conflict with the Bishop of New Jersey
Doane representing the Oxford Movement in liturgical change. Kip was
“high church” which is practiced at
Trinity today by Dean and Rector The
Very Rev. David Bird. He was banished
to California in October 1853: “after
long debate the House of Bishops determined, as they had not determined
to receive California into union with
the Convention, or recognized it as a
Diocese, to ignore its formation and
treat it entirely as Missionary ground.”
Thus the Protestant Episcopal Missionary Bishop to California was a Pioneer. He was consecrated the Diocesan
(Continued on page 6)

1
Titles The Early Conflicts of Christianity (Appleton, 1850); The Double W itness of the Church (Appleton, 1844); The History,
Object, and Proper Observances of the Holy Season of Lent (Pease, 1844) and The Early Jesuit Missions in North America; comp.
and tr. from the letters of the French Jesuits, with notes, by the Rev. William Ingraham Kip (Wiley and Putnam, 1846) are readily
available from California libraries through the free public library Link system.
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The Centennial Window, continued
(Continued from page 5)

Bishop of California in 1857, famously associated with
Grace Episcopal Cathedral in San Francisco. His memoir
from 1859-1860 describes San Jose as a land of
“perpetual summer.” He also noted that the politicians
meeting to organize the State of California chose Sacramento over San Jose as the capitol because it was “less
dull.” Instead of religious symbolism, the Centennial window memorializes the founders by covered wagon, sailing
ship, and rail. Sadly, the Raley family who contributed the
window lost its father Walter Raley before the dedication
in the fall of 1959.
Lest we forget, the American Civil War was in progress in
the formation years of Trinity Church, 1861 to 1865. The
nucleus of the congregation centered among abolitionists, several emigrating from Newburyport, Massachusetts, the home of William Lloyd Garrison. Direct involvement with the California Constitutional Convention in
1850 by the Samuel J. Hensley-Mary Helen Crosby family
continued. (See “The Hensley Family Windows” in The
Carillon July, 2017) As President of the California Steam
Navigation Company, invitation was extended to Col.
James Birdseye McPherson—constructing fortifications
on the island of Alcatraz on the San Francisco Bay and
soon to be a prominent general in battle—to a grand expedition on the steamer “Cornelia” by Hensley in 1859.
New president Abraham Lincoln appointed Helen Hensley’s father Elijah O. Crosby minister resident to Guatemala in 1861.
The association with the New Almaden mercury mines
and early Trinity congregation members is strong. President Lincoln attempted to seize the mines in 1863 but
was persuaded to rescind it due to public outcry over use
of federal authority. A settlement of the legal dispute,
which reached all the way to the U. S. Supreme Court,
resulted in the Quicksilver Mining Company, associated
with Union government officials, to take possession in
1864. The new superintendent, Samuel Butterworth, became a member of Trinity on his arrival. He is buried from
Trinity at Oak Hill cemetery, along with others bearing his
name in admiration from the early congregation. The
New Almaden Quicksilver Mines is now a Santa Clara
County Park.
Miners from Cornwall were brought to augment the
longstanding Chilean and Mexican miners and their families with a Catholic church in the New Almaden SpanishThe Carillon

town. An Anglican church was installed for the Englishtown mining families. Trinity church historian Janice Paull
is descended from the Cornish miners, her grandfather
William Paull was a baby brought by Annamaria Kessel,
widowed very young, and his stepfather Thomas Wasley,
employed at the mines. Her father William Paull was born
in “Gabbletown”, named because so many languages
could be heard. He married Callie Parsons of San Jose and
worked at the Post Office on First St. near Trinity. Janice
Paull was appointed parish historian in May 1975. She
wrote Trinity’s History 1854-1959 which is available in the
California Room of the Martin Luther King., Jr. Public Library in San Jose. The updated volume to the 1990s is in
process of publication at the present time.
Trinity’s founding minister Rev. Sylvester Etheridge is at
the bottom of the panel. He came to California about
1860 in search of health, appointed minister to the Trinity
Episcopal Parish by Bishop Kip in 1861. Rev. Etheridge
could sing and play the melodeon which he carried to San
Jose, bringing the nine members of the original group to a
number that could build the wooden structure in 1863,
the oldest church building in continuous service in the
county. This series will develop more about Rev. Etheridge as the windows he is directly associated are described in succession of walking through the church. He
passed away in February 1864, unable to preach and play
the organ brought by ship and mule pack at the dedication in Advent 1863. He is now buried beneath the organ
which replaced the earlier one in 1925. At the time the
location of his casket was as traditional for founding ministers beneath the altar.
Support of the founding congregation and its clergy for
the abolition of slavery and racial equality in community
life is readily apparent in the early sacraments performed
by Rev. Etheridge and succeeding ministers. African
American pioneer families in San Jose were active communicants. The first baptism in 1861, Amy Henrietta Cassey, was proudly recorded as “colored.” Trinity charter
member Peter Cassey was confirmed by Rev. Etheridge in
1863, and ordained a deacon by Bishop William Kip on
August 13, 1866. It was the first deacon ordination after
the Civil War, often noted because he was an African
American.
The story of Rev. Peter Williams Cassey, an abolitionist
(Continued on page 8)
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Outreach & Opportunities
Acolytes and Ushers
Altar Guild Volunteers Needed
We are in need of acolytes and ushers to help at the Sunday services during the 8:00 am (Ushers) and 10:30am
(both) services. Three of our four regular 10:30am acolytes will graduate High School and we are going to lose
at least two of them to college this fall, so if you or your
child (for acolytes boys or girls, ages 9 and up), Ushers
(ages 12 and up) is interested in these fulfilling ministries
please contact the office at trinicat@pacbell.net or 408293-7953.
Trinity offers "a place at God's table for all" - come help
us with preparing the table by becoming a member of the
Altar Guild! You can volunteer as a "floater" to help as
available or make a once-a-month commitment. Some
training is needed which can be provided before or after
regular church services. If you are interested, please contact Sarah Nunes: nunes_s@yahoo.com.

Lunch for People Who are Homeless
For the first lunch of July, an enthusiastic group of 14 volunteers that included 5 high school-aged volunteers and
two friends of the parish gathered on Saturday morning
to cook and serve one of our favorite dishes, pasta with
chicken and spinach, to the clients at Cecil White Center
and Julian St. Inn. Along with the main dish was served
garlic bread and green salad, milk, ice cream sundaes,
and an assortment of pies and fruit.
A big thank you goes to Leslie Barr for her recipe with
another thanks going to her friend as well as friend of the
parish, Barb Purdy, for shopping for all the groceries earlier in the week. Many thanks also go to Barb’s friend, Ann
Ponikvar, who has helped with the meal several times
over the last year. (Thanks in advance to Sandy Dilling
who will do the shopping for our second lunch in July!)
Our chef this morning was Darryl Parker, making the
butter and garlic spread for the garlic bread and cooking
an absolutely delicious pot of chicken and pasta.

Thanks go to two students from the Interact club at Pioneer High School, Mark Yuen and Julia Dunker. The Interact club members have been coming regularly over the
last year with their cheerful faces and help very much
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appreciated!
Joining our student volunteers were parishioners Karen
Gillette, Kimberly Fong, and her mom, Michelle, Raj Lourdu, and Joan Rayment who was accompanied by her
granddaughter, Brittany, and Brittany’s friend, Theresa
Lowens. All jumped right in with the preparations, dicing
the chicken for the main dish and helping with washing
and cutting up all the veggies for the green salad. A special thank you goes to all the volunteers who washed
dishes and utensils and helped to keep the kitchen clean
while the rest were cooking and prepping.
Many thanks also goes to Rick Hawes, who donated the
lettuce and veggies for the salad, a jug of juice, a big bag
of fresh fruit, and a scrumptious assortment of desserts.
At Cecil White Center, Karen served the pasta while Barb,
Ann, and Joan served the salad and garlic bread. Brittany
and Theresa worked the dessert counter passing out the
ice cream sundaes and desserts, adding artistic dollops of
whipped cream and chocolate sauce. Raj worked at the
beverage counter, pouring glasses of juice and milk. Rick
put out plump tangerines and bananas and served a juicy
watermelon that he brought.
Once again, Lucky supermarket at the intersection of Saratoga and Pruneridge Avenues in Santa Clara made a
much-appreciated donation of pre-made garlic bread,
French bread, cakes, pies, and other yummy pastries.
Many thanks go to managers Andrew and Reuben and to
bakers, Ernie, Amina, and Sandy for their continuing support of this ministry. Another big thank you goes to Raj
for arranging and picking up the baked goods.
The next lunches will be held on Saturday, August 12 and
19, 2017. At least 10 volunteers are needed for this local
mission activity so if your schedule allows please consider
coming and helping. We meet to prepare lunch at 10:00
am in the kitchen of the Great Hall. No experience is required, just a desire to help those less fortunate than ourselves. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the Parish Hall. If you have any questions, please ask any
of the volunteers or Fr. Bird.
- Alan Fong
(Continued on page 8)
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Outreach & Opportunities, continued
Birthday and Anniversary dates
If you would like to have a celebration date appear in the
bulletin and The Carillon, all you have to do is send a note
to the office at trinicat@pacbell.net and we will be happy
to add your name and celebration date to the list and
even send you a congratulatory letter. Please also notify
us if you no longer wish to receive a letter or if a loved
one has passed or moved away, so we can take them off
the list. Thank you.

Trinity Bells
Good news! Trinity’s bells are scheduled to return in October! After a long three years of silence the bells of Trinity will ring out again this fall. The bell ringers are excited

to have an expanded, concert quality carillon to play. The
Trinity Carillon adds a new cultural asset to San Jose’s St.
James neighborhood. Carillon concerts celebrating church
and community celebrations will add to the revitalization
of downtown San Jose.
To prepare Trinity’s bell tower to support the carillon, we
had to strengthen the tower supports for the added
weight of the eventual 43 bell carillon. Also to meet new
seismic building codes Trinity had to add steel brackets to
firmly attach the wooden tower to the thick concrete
base.
Stay tuned for more information about the installation of
the new carillon as it becomes available. We all look forward to having the bells back to “Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord”, Psalm 98, v.4!

The Centennial Window, conclusion
(Continued from page 6)
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The Centennial Window is photographed by Trinity’s present junior warden Daniel Hall on July 27, 2017 using a 5D
SLSR camera with high resolution. The entire stained glass
windows of the church were photographed, and will be
the base for documentation for the church archives and
the continued history series in The Carillon.
- Jean Libby
2

Peter Williams, Sr was a founder of the AME Zion denomination in New York. An engraving of his portrait is the frontispiece of
J. B. Wakely, Lost Chapters Recovered from the Early History of American Methodism (New York, 1858).
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Celebrations!

Rebecca Nelson
Kathleen Melia
Graciela Velazquez
Paul Archambeault
Peter Melia
Mark Tavella
Meghan Schroeder
Ken Durso

8/1
8/2
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/10
8/14

Bob Fischer
Wedad Elfar
Josh Darsey (Nelson)
Alysha English
John Nunes
Stuart Gillette
Lucy Amador
Elizabeth Melia
Lance Beizer
Diane Bird
Alex Ermides
Claire Nilsson
Scott Fletcher’s granddaughter

8/14
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/25
8/26
9/2
9/5
9/8
9/10
9/11
9/11

Ann Beizer
Michael Barry
Janelle Darsey (Nelson)
Megan Franke
Bill Steigelmann
David Mooreland
Mary English
Nikki Laconico
Jenny Estruth

9/12
9/13
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/20
9/24
9/26
9/26

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray,
on your servants as they begin another year.
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace,
and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Happy
Anniversary!
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Joanne and Art Domingue
Sara and Greg Calkins
Sandra and David Dilling

8/8
8/22
8/29

Heather and Gerald Kepler
Samantha and Christian Parker
Cheryl and Scott Fletcher
John Fleming and Jose Vasquez

9/15
9/15
9/20
9/28
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