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Dean’s Desk
“Mainline churches are mostly dying or declining”, says the religious press. Even
many “happy-clappy” and mega churches are feeling the chill. What are we to do?
Episcopal News Service recently noted that at General Convention in 2015, a task
force on Episcopacy “was charged with considering the election, appointment,
roles and responsibilities of the church’s bishops. . . It also charged the task force
with proposing to the 2018 convention a new process for discernment, nomination,
formation, search, election and transition of bishops.”
Clearly The Episcopal Church has recognized a need for intentional renewal beginning with the Episcopate. We should hear from the task force within 12 months.
One practical response would be to follow a lead already in place in the Roman
Catholic and Lutheran churches. In the 1980s Episcopal Bishop Alden Hathaway of
Pittsburgh suggested that deanery confirmations, leading to fewer confirmations
in individual local parishes, would significantly enable him to focus his ministry on
evangelism and growth in local churches.
I confess to having been one of the rectors who opposed this. I now fully recognize
his wisdom. Lutheran churches have the local pastor confirm. Roman Catholic
churches have the local pastor confirm during Lent. Our Easter Vigil provides a
marvelous opportunity for local confirmations. It also offers the opportunity for
local pastors and lay catechists to celebrate with those newly confirmed or received and with those who have decided to reaffirm their vows. Other parishes
may wish to do it on the major feast day associated with their church.
(Continued on page 4)
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Canon’s Corner
We often hear discussions about
whether America is the sort of
exceptional place contemplated in
the famous suggestion in a sermon by John Winthrop that his
new settlement in what has become Massachusetts should be
like a city on a hill that all might
watch. There certainly are other
nations in today’s world worthy of admiration. In this
column for the month when we celebrate Independence
Day it’s appropriate to note that there really are exceptional things about America. As one quick example, just
look at the origins of a couple of our presidents—
Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican president, who
was born in a log cabin and had but one year of formal
education (truly a self-educated man), and Barack
Obama, the first black president and the son of an African and step-son of an Indonesian. Both families struggled at times with poverty. Can we imagine either president coming to power in almost any other nation on
earth—except, perhaps, by way of a coup?
As a people we really do have a deeply ingrained,
uniquely American belief that so long as someone has
enough education and drive, he or she can accomplish
almost anything. The sort of expectation that tomorrow
will always be a better day probably dates way back to
the first days settlers came to this country—particularly
to the Massachusetts Bay Colony of John Winthrop. Our
individual ability to progress, particularly through selfreliance and optimism in America’s future were strong
themes in much of 19th-century literature—from Emerson’s various essays and speeches in the 1830s and 40s
such as The American Scholar and Self-Reliance to Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis in his Significance of the
American Frontier of 1893 that the struggles of American
settlers as they moved westward produced a strong,
resilient sort of person capable of forging new solutions
and new institutions to deal with the problems they encountered as they reached ever newer frontiers.
But, before we get too cocky—too full of ourselves—
recall what Paul has to say to the Christian community in
Rome in the reading for the weekend this year that follows the celebration of the 4th of July about the likelihood of his doing not what he wants to do but what he
actually hates to do. Don’t we all relate well to that senThe Carillon

timent? Doesn’t it put into context any belief we might
have in our ability to progress in the non-technological
areas of life—such as being more loving, more compassionate, more Christian human beings. Eastern Orthodox
theology has long emphasized the concept of theosis, or
deification, a concept that flows from statements such
as the one by St. Athanasius of Alexandria that God became man so that man might become God. He didn’t
mean that we literally could become God (or Gods), but
that, in a mystical way, we can, with God’s grace, become more and more Godlike until, after our deaths, we
might be reunited once again with God.
But, much as I’d like to think that it’s a piece of cake to
achieve this moral and spiritual growth, I have to
acknowledge once again, with Paul, that the pull of the
flesh is mighty strong. Because it is much too easy to
misunderstand what Paul means by his so frequent references to the flesh, I think it’s important to point out
that he is not referring to what we might ourselves call
sins of the flesh. He’s referring to our humanity, not to
our sexuality—most especially to what he perceives to
be the almost irresistible temptation we face as humans
to think ourselves—fleshy creatures that we are—
capable of getting ourselves right with God. If we are
slaves to the flesh, in Paul’s view that means that we
believe ourselves, not God, to be in charge of our destiny.
Paul suggests that there is nothing actually wrong with
obeying the law—whether the law of Moses or the rules
imposed by today’s Church makes no difference. In fact,
elsewhere he is very clear that, as Saul of Tarsus, before
his life-altering experience on the road to Damascus,
when he became Paul, he was absolutely without fault
in his own efforts to follow the laws given in the Torah.
Here’s a paradox, however. We are almost incapable of
following the law without some belief that doing so will
save us—that somehow we have within us the capability, by doing what God has directed us to do, of earning
God’s approval.
It’s a sort of the equivalent of the American spirit we
spoke of back at the beginning of this column. Just as
the doctrine of individualism points to our being—in the
words of that favorite old poem, Invictus, by William
Ernest Henley—masters of our fate and captains of our
(Continued on page 4)
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Canon’s Corner, continued
(Continued from page 3)

soul—so also, Paul suggests, a similar sort of individualism
is at work as it insists that we don’t need God’s grace to
save us from ourselves. Sadly, however, our sinful nature
is simply too strong to resist sin without it.
One can see the origin of 12-step programs like Alcoholics
Anonymous in passages like this one, since the doctrine
most important in those organizations is that it is only in
giving up our claim to self-sufficiency and surrendering
our autonomy to God (or, as AA would have it, to a higher
power) that we can succeed in overcoming our addictions.
Harold Masback III, of the Congregational Church in New
Canaan, CT, reminds us of that problem with this analogy:
“In the film A Beautiful Mind, the brilliant but psychotic
mathematician John Nash assures his psychiatrist that he
will deploy his analytic skills to cure his own illness. ‘You
can’t reason your way out of this,’ his doctor replies,

‘because your mind is where the problem is in the first
place.’”
It’s the same issue with sin. The self can’t heal its relationship with God because it’s the very self-centeredness of
the self that is the problem. Paul assures us, however, that
salvation is always near to hand. To receive it we need
only to turn to God and to the grace that he constantly
holds out to us, inviting us only to accept it. We need not
earn it, or even strive to reach up to God to get to that
grace, for he is ever ready to reach down to give it to us.
Then we can truly be Christ’s own body here on earth to
do the things we promised in our Baptismal vows to do—
the things we promised to do “with God’s help.” Thanks
be to God!
—Lance

Dean’s Desk, continued
(Continued from page 2)

In this way, a diocesan bishop could focus upon key issues
arising in his/her diocese rather than constantly preaching
on the sacraments of baptism and confirmation. Visitations to churches could have a thorough focus on that
parish’s next steps in ministry and the local church’s presence in the community. Back in the 1980s, the parish
where I served began a deliberate and planned campaign
to revitalize itself and engage in new ministries.
Bishop Hathaway was with us in deciding and kicking off
the process. (The parish proposed a plan for the bishop to
review, having first carefully checked that it was within
the objectives set for the diocese.) It came at a time when
the parish badly needed fresh blood and renewed vision.
In conjunction with our bishop, we designed a plan and
implemented it. The results were not dramatic, but they
were effective in bringing in new members and setting an
effective path for the future.
Hopefully the same kind of opportunity will come from
the earnest discussions of the 2018 General Convention.
We all recognize that our organization is top heavy and
that the Methodist, Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches have much larger geographical areas and membership
than many of our dioceses. Surely there will have to be
The Carillon

the rationalization of the number of dioceses and diocesan bishops we need. But that is a very secondary issue.
We need to minister with a pruned but efficient leadership toward the future mission of The Episcopal Church.
Perhaps we could take heart in the religious history of
China. In a recent review in Christian Century magazine,
Philip Jenkins points out that since the seventh century
Christian faith has reasserted itself four times in Chinese
culture only to be obliterated. A fifth renewal is now in
place. With perhaps 80 million believers and the numbers
growing, China is currently set to become one of the global powerhouses of Christianity. In Chinese Christian history, resurrection is not only a doctrine: it is an incontestable fact of life.
This has also been true of other religions in China, such as
Confucian, Buddhist, Daoist, and Muslim traditions. The
human spirit clearly has a quest for God and no manner
of secularization has been able to eliminate our thirst for
God. The forms of faith may change but the underlying
spirit is what lives on.
- David

Page 4

The Hensley Family Windows
Flanking the doorway at the east corner wall of the sanctuary, the Arms of Christ—lance and the Holy Sponge—
march upward on the ladder to His Crucifixion in painted
glass by artist Owen Doremus for Trinity’s church redwood building constructed in 1863 in
San Jose, California.
This is the second in a series written
and photographed for The Carillon by
Trinity member Jean Libby (retired
community college history instructor)
based on the 1977 publication The
Trinity Windows which was primarily
written by Joan C. de Lisle with great
contribution from her mother, Ailsa de
Lisle. Trinity member Julie Pifer, who
wrote and performed sketches of the
early members for the 150th anniversary of the parish, is a major consultant.
The project is joined by historian
Thomas L. Libby of San Francisco
(author Jean Libby’s son) to further
develop the symbolism and artistry of
the Doremus windows:
The window has three principal
interior design element regions.
The lowest of the three design
areas in the Hensley window
contains symbols placed above
a blue background. Cobalt blue
evokes the Virgin Mary and is
the color associated with her—
lighter blue is associated with
Heaven. There is no place in this
window where Christ’s divine
nature is represented.
The symbols are three of the
group referred to as Arma Christi. There are approximately
twenty symbols within this
group. They are essentially the
tools of Christ’s crucifixion. They are also
referred to as Christ’s weapons as the process of His Passion is understood to be an
affirmative defeat of evil; consequently in
The Carillon

the Latin language, the devices used in His
killing on the cross are the “Arms of Christ,”
with the word arm implying weaponry and
not bodily limbs.
In the case of the lowest of the
three design regions, the symbols are a ladder, a lance, and a
sponge on a reed. The Holy
Sponge was used during the
course of the crucifixion to hold
vinegar and was given by the
Roman soldiers to Jesus to taunt
him when he asked to drink water during His Passion. The
lance, of course, is the article
used by the Roman centurion to
pierce Jesus’ side and inflict the
fifth bodily wound made during
the Passion. The ladder, in the
Arma Christi, is used to remove
Jesus’ body from the cross after
His death.
The uppermost design region in
the Hensley window has only
two
design
elements—the
crown of thorns wrapped
around three nails of the crucifixion. Looking closely at the
nails, one can see the nail heads
on the exterior leading to the
nail tips joined in the center of
the circle formed by the crown
of thorns. Both are symbols in
the Arma Christi.
The People of the Windows charted by
Trinity historians in 1977 are legendary
in local, state, and national history.
Samuel J. Hensley was an overland
pioneer to California, arriving after
much difficulty with the Walker-Chiles
Party in winter 1843-1844.1 He was
the tenth child of Samuel Hensley and
Frances Ware Livingston who moved west from Virginia
in the early 1800s, born in Kentucky in 1816.
(Continued on page 6)
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The Hensley Family Windows, continued
(Continued from page 5)

In his teens Samuel J. became a trapper and pathfinder in
Missouri among the group known as “mountain men.” At
the Sutter Fort in Sacramento young Hensley was soon
involved with the complex Mexican War, then joined
John C. Fremont’s Bear Flag Revolt (1846) as Captain of
the mounted riflemen. Hensley went to Washington with
Commodore Stockton to defend Fremont, losing there
but finding a new shortcut to California on the overland
route return. Once back in Sacramento, now-Major Samuel J. Hensley figured prominently in the discovery of gold
at Sutter’s Fort (1848). He founded the California Steam
Navigation Company at the deep-water port of Alviso,
becoming very wealthy.
Statehood for California (1850) was burgeoning in San
Jose and among the residents who would become the
founders of Trinity Episcopal Parish in 1861. Elisha O.
Crosby, from central New York, was an elected senator at
the Constitutional Convention. Feeling confident that California was safe for his wife and daughter to travel and
settle, Crosby asked John Bidwell, an overland pioneer to
California (1841) who was in Washington D. C. lobbying
for California statehood to meet and assist them on the
ocean journey from New York to San Francisco. California’s admission as a state free from slavery was achieved
due to a strong plea by Senator Seward of Auburn, New
York after a visit from his childhood friend [first and maiden name unknown] Crosby, the wife of Elisha.2

dows (1977). Samuel Hensley died at age 49 in Alameda
in 1866; their home on First Street, which was prefabricated, burned in 1870. The grand home that replaced it
(seen in Thompson’s Atlas, 1876) is extant as bed and
breakfast on the corner of Hensley and North Third Street
according to the Hensley Historic District Neighborhood
Association.
Mary Helen Hensley’s single known portrait (1871, in the
Arbuckle Collection, California History Room, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Public Library) shows a care-weary widow
wearing a gold Greek Cross on her black attire. In 1880
the estate was subdivided by the two Hensley children
while Mary Helen remained active in Trinity Church. She
sponsored the acquisition of the first five bronze bells of
Trinity’s carillon in 1880 (now eagerly awaiting twentyfour bells’ return) in the name of the Sunday School. The
chancel Sunday School window by Owen Doremus, one of
the original eighteen commissioned by Trinity Parish in
1863, was probably contributed by Major Samuel J. and
Mary Helen Crosby Hensley as well as the Hensley Children memorial window that signifies the Passion of Jesus
Christ.

1

One year ahead of Moses Schallenberger; see “The
Schallenberger Family Windows” in The Carillon, June
2017.
2

California representative Bidwell carried the admission
papers onto the steamship Oregon. He asked Mrs. Crosby
to guard them, and she gave them to Mary Helen, age
nineteen, for additional security. Mary Helen wrapped
them in her blue silk parasol, never opening it even during torrential rains while crossing the ithsmus of Panama.
Major Samuel J. Hensley was on the Oregon as well.
When it docked it was he rather than Bidwell who won
Mary Helen Crosby’s heart. They married in 1851, creating a large estate in the area of San Jose now bounded
by North First and Fourth Streets, Julian and Empire
Streets. After a change of plans for the building site of
Trinity Church—first planned for the corner of Fifth and
San Fernando—it was four lots from the property of Samuel Hensley, including the horse corral, that became Trinity’s location, then facing St. John Street. The Hensley
family is frequently noted in the confirmations, baptisms,
and burials of the early church, traced in The Trinity WinThe Carillon

The compromise with slaveholding legislators in control
of the national government enacted a Fugitive Slave Law
(1850) that strengthened an earlier one. The entire issue
was corrupted by the Dred Scott v. Sanford Decision of
the U. S. Supreme Court (1854) which nullified the Missouri Compromise of 1820 restricting slavery in the western territories. Dred Scott (written by Chief Justice Roger
B. Taney of Maryland) declared that only white persons
were U. S. citizens, and that “the black man had no rights
the white man was bound to respect.”
References
“Emigrant Parties to California 1841-1846” published by
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park by Genie Barry, Sequoia Elementary School District, Oakland California.
“It’s Sam Hensley—not Hansel—Who Discovered Cutoff” by Hal
Schindler, The Salt Lake City Tribune 06/05/1994. Reprinted
(Continued on page 8)
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Outreach & Opportunities
Congratulations Graduates!

regular church services. If you are interested, please contact Sarah Nunes: nunes_s@yahoo.com.

Lunch for People Who are Homeless
An enthusiastic group of 14 volunteers gathered on Saturday
morning to cook and serve a special dish planned especially for
the month of June by parishioner Graciela Velazquez –turkey
enchiladas on a bed of shredded lettuce with a side of Spanish
rice, topped with more lettuce and tomatoes, and a squiggle of
tangy sour cream. The enchiladas, delicious on their own, were
served along with milk, ice cream sundaes, and an assortment
of pies and fruit. Thanks to the new volunteers and parishioners who came to help!

HELEN BARFORD, High Distinction with a B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies from University of Minnesota; MICHAEL BIRD, Piedmont Hills High School; ALYSHA ENGLISH, Masters in Education from Harvard; JEANELL ENGLISH, MBA from University of Maryland; ANYCE GODOY, Abraham Lincoln
High School; SHELLEY KESSELMAN, Master of Divinity
from Episcopal Divinity School; MEGAN MERINO, Pioneer
High School.

Acolytes and Ushers
Altar Guild Volunteers Needed
We are in need of acolytes and ushers to help at the Sunday services during the 8:00 am (Ushers) and 10:30am
(both) services. Three of our four regular 10:30am acolytes will graduate High School and we are going to lose
at least two of them to college this fall, so if you or your
child (for acolytes boys or girls, ages 9 and up), Ushers
(ages 12 and up) is interested in these fulfilling ministries
please contact the office at trinicat@pacbell.net or 408293-7953.
Trinity offers "a place at God's table for all" - come help
us with preparing the table by becoming a member of the
Altar Guild! You can volunteer as a "floater" to help as
available or make a once-a-month commitment. Some
training is needed which can be provided before or after
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First of all, a big thank you goes to Graciela who not only
cooked but also shopped for most of the groceries. Next,
thanks go to Robin Biesterveld for buying the lettuce for the
main dish and ice cream. (Thanks in advance to Lindy Hayes
who will help with the shopping for our second lunch in June.)
We cannot thank Graciela enough for being our main chef. She,
along with friend and Our Lady of Guadalupe parishioner,
Raquel Rodriguez, slaved over the hot stove pre-cooking the
turkeys on Friday and coming in early on Saturday to make the
Spanish rice, finish seasoning and cooking the turkey for the
enchilada filling, and deep-frying over 300 tortillas!
Many thanks go to
new volunteers, Natalie Lias, who also is
a member of Trinity’s

choir, Patti and Frank Bell,
who are new members of
the parish, and to returning
volunteer, Roger Lobbes,
who has supported the
feeding program for many
years. Thanks also go to two friends of the parish who helped
this morning, The Rev. Nicole LaMarche of the Silicon Valley
Progressive Faith Community and Barbara Purdy. They, along
(Continued on page 8)
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Outreach & Opportunities, continued
with parishioners Karen Gillette, Darryl Parker, Lourdu Raj, and
Michelle and Kimberly Fong helped prep the turkey meat for
the filling and made dozens of enchiladas.
The highlight of the preparations was filling and rolling the enchiladas. With expert guidance from Graciela, the volunteers
formed two lines of preparers. As Graciela and Raquel finished
cooking batches of turkey and tortillas, the just-heated tortillas
were dipped into a tomato-based sauce with generous portions
of the tasty turkey filling spooned on top and then rolled into
individual enchiladas. With four enchiladas for each of the
lunchers, and estimating about 80 people, the cooks made 320
enchiladas!
Half of the lunch was delivered to the clients at Julian St. Inn,
complete with a beautiful sample serving that Graciela made to
show the Julian St. Inn helpers how to serve the food. The other half of the lunch was transported to Cecil White Center,
where Graciela organized the servers, with Graciela and Raquel
serving the enchiladas, Natalie scooping ice cream for our
fudge sundaes, and Patti, Frank, Roger, and Rick Hawes served
cakes, pies and ice cream at the dessert counter.

Thank you, once again, to Rick, for bringing a container of juice,
a big bag of oranges, apples, and bananas, and a couple of pies.
A big thank you goes to Lucky supermarket, at the corner of
Saratoga and Pruneridge Avenues in Santa Clara, and especially
managers, Andrew and Reuben, and bakers, Bertha, Ernie,
Amina, and Sandy for their continuing support. They donated
loaves of hot and fresh French bread and many mouthwatering cakes and pastries. Finally, a thank you goes to Lourdu Raj for arranging, picking up, and delivering the baked
goods.
The next lunch will be held on Saturday, July 8, 2017. At least
10 volunteers are needed for this local mission activity so if
your schedule allows please consider coming and helping. We
meet to prepare lunch at 10:15 am in the kitchen of the Parish
Hall. No experience is required, just a desire to help those less
fortunate than ourselves. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. If you have any questions, please
ask any of the volunteers or Fr. Bird.
- Alan Fong

Internet Insights
America is much more than a geographical fact.
It is a political and moral fact — the first community in which men set out in
principle to institutionalize freedom, responsible government, and human equality.
Adlai Stevenson

Hensley Windows, conclusion
(Continued from page 6)

online in Utah History To Go by the Utah government services.
“Miss Crosby’s Blue Umbrella” in Life and History of Northern
California (goldfieldsbooks.com April 13, 2015)
“The Umbrella That Made History” by sfgenealogy.org from the
San Francisco Call 31 December 1905 contributed by Trinity
member Julie Pifer

“Samuel J. Hensley” by Hensley Resident Nick Gonzales published on the website of the Hensley Historic District, a lively
neighborhood association. Cites Patricia Loomis, Signposts San
Jose Museum Association 1982.
The Carillon

“The Hensley Historic District” Chap. 8 in Your Old House:
Guide for Preserving San Jose Homes by Nore V. Winter, City of
San Jose, Document 6112. August 2003.
“The Hensley Window” in “Review of 2 Windows in Trinity Cathedral, San Jose, CA” by Thomas Libby, June 7, 2017.
The Trinity Windows; Trinity Episcopal Church San Jose, California by The Committee, Jerry Estruth, editor 1977
Trinity Church, San Jose, California, Advent 1860 to 1903 Trinity
Parish Guild. Full text published online by Archive.org
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From The Lessons Appointed for Use on the Feast of

Independence Day
July 4

Collect
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty
for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that
we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 5:43-48
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the
same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.”

The Carillon
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Celebrations!

Randolf Rice
John Vandervort
Sally Billstrom Schroeder
Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves
Mariette Franke
Heike Merino
Michael Bird
Shelley Kesselman
Rev. Vern Jones

7/1
7/3
7/5
7/5
7/11
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/19

Cathy Cushman
Julie Pifer
Dorothy Smith
David Hastings
Alexandra Bird
Mary Ellen Hawkins

7/20
7/21
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/28

Rebecca Nelson
Kathleen Melia
Graciela Velazquez
Paul Archambeault
Peter Melia
Mark Tavella

8/1
8/2
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8

Meghan Schroeder
Ken Durso
Bob Fischer
Wedad Elfar
Josh Darsey (Nelson)
Alysha English
John Nunes
Stuart Gillette

8/10
8/14
8/14
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/25
8/26

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray,
on your servants as they begin another year.
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace,
and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Happy
Anniversary!
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Shelley and Jeffrey Kesselman
Peter and Erica Gillette
Carol and Anthony Garcia
Mary and James English
Kathy Richmond and Scott Fosdick
Leslie and Dale Bailey
Ann and Lance Beizer

7/4
7/4
7/7
7/11
7/14
7/21
7/27

Joanne and Art Domingue
Sara and Greg Calkins
Sandra and David Dilling

8/8
8/22
8/29
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